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Similes and Metaphors 

 

What are they?  Similes and metaphors are ways of comparing two things to show 

similarity.  Similes accomplish this by saying that one thing is like another thing.  To do 

this, they use the words “like,” “as,” or “than.” 

 

SIMILES:  

*Life is like a box of chocolates. 

*This school is as big as a city! 

*My best friend is messier than a herd of wild pigs. 

 

Remember, though: similes have to compare two things, not just describe one thing. 

 

NOT SIMILES:  

*Chocolate is like sweet. 

*Vacation is like cool. 

 

(Not only aren’t these similes, they’re not even grammatically correct.  Don’t use “like” 

this way!)  

 

 

Metaphors, on the other hand, say that one thing IS another thing.  This makes them 

stronger than similes; a simile just says that two things are similar.  A metaphor says that 

they’re identical in some way. 

 

METAPHORS:  

*My little brother is a real pig!  (By saying your brother is a pig, you tell your reader that 

he’s very greedy.) 

*After Hurricane Katrina, there was a tidal wave of generosity. (By comparing the 

generosity to a tidal wave, you tell your reader that there was a lot of it all at once.) 

*Love is a rose with many thorns.  (This metaphor tells us that love is beautiful, but that 

it can be painful, too!) 

 

NOT METAPHORS: 

*My house is white.  (No comparison here.  You’re just describing your house, not 

comparing it to something else.) 

*My socks are smelly.  (Again, you’re not comparing your socks to anything…you’re 

just describing them.) 



Directions: Decide whether each of the following sentences contains a simile, a 

metaphor, or neither.  Write “Simile,” “Metaphor,” or “neither” in the appropriate blank. 

 

1. There I was, walking down to the store.     ____________ 

2. My cat, who’s like a tornado, had knocked over the milk, and I needed   

    a mop to clean it up.       ____________ 

3. My apartment is a disaster area, but I don’t want broken 

    glass and spoiled milk lying around!     ____________ 

4. As I was walking to the store, suddenly I heard a huge crash.  ____________ 

5. It sounded like the world was coming to an end!    ____________ 

6. I’m a chicken, so I hid behind a tree.     ____________ 

7. When I looked out from behind my tree, I saw what had happened. ____________ 

8. A truck full of paint cans had rolled over, sending paint everywhere. ____________ 

9. The street was a demented rainbow…blue, green, orange, pink, and 

    yellow, all over everything!      ____________ 

10.  Luckily, nobody was hurt, but obviously, the driver of the truck 

       wasn’t the sharpest knife in the drawer if he could let his truck  

       roll over like that!       ____________ 

11. Angry drivers were climbing out of their paint-covered cars, their 

      faces like thunderclouds.       ____________ 

12. They all started yelling at the driver of the truck, who was as red 

      as a beet.         ____________ 

13. It was a madhouse!       ____________ 

14. Finally, the police arrived and started to clear up the mess.  ____________ 

15. As I headed for the store, I thought about how lucky I was that 

      all I had to clean up was some spilled milk!    ____________  

     


