
            

          B-9  

Name __________________________________________________  

Writing Introductions 

 The opening paragraph of your essay is, in many ways, the most important.  If 

your introduction doesn’t catch your reader’s attention, he or she may stop reading.  If 

that happens, it doesn’t matter how good the rest of the essay is. 

 Your introduction is just that: an introduction.  It’s there to tell the reader what the 

essay is about.  To do that, it needs to do two (sometimes three) things: 

1. Grab the reader’s attention. 

2. Present a clear thesis statement.  The thesis statement is the main idea of the 

whole essay in one (possibly two) sentences.  If you’re answering an essay 

question, the thesis statement should be the simple, one-sentence answer to 

that question. 

3. Usually, the introduction also includes a brief summary of the points you’re 

going to be covering.  This is called a developmental statement. 

 

Effective Ways of Getting the Reader’s Attention 

1. Ask a question.  There’s a right way to do this and a wrong way.  The question 

you ask should relate directly to the topic, and it should make the reader think.  If 

they can answer it with a simple “yes” or “no,” it’s not a good question for 

starting an essay.  

a. Good: “What is courage?” 

b. Bad: “Have you ever been to Alcatraz?” 

2. Share a surprising fact. Again, this should relate to the topic.  If your topic is 

drunk driving, you might start by saying “Every year in the United States, there 

are approximately 160 million alcohol-related accidents.  That’s enough to put 

every person in New York City in the hospital twenty times.” 

3. Start with a relevant quotation.  If the topic is Pearl Harbor, you could start by 

saying, “President Franklin D. Roosevelt called December 7, 1941 “…a date that 

will live in infamy.”  He was referring, of course, to the Japanese attack on Pearl 

Harbor—an attack which killed 2,388 Americans and launched America into 

World War II. 

 

 



The thesis statement is your statement of purpose. Thesis statements do not use "I" or 

"my;" even though the idea present in your thesis statement is your own, use third person 

for a stronger, more confident approach.  

Use the following format for developing a good thesis statement. 

A) Write your topic. 

B) Write your opinion about the topic. 

C) Write three or four reasons why you hold that opinion. 

Example: 

A) Topic: nuclear power 

B) Opinion: should not be used 

C) Why: 1. It is potentially dangerous. 

2. It is more expensive than other alternatives. 

3. It causes water, land and air pollution. 

Thesis statement = A+B+C 

Nuclear power should not be used because it is potentially dangerous, it is 

more expensive than other alternatives, and it causes water, air and land 

pollution. 

 



 


