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Things You Need to Know: Grammar 

 

Grammar is the study of how words are put together to express thoughts, and the rules 

that we use to make sure those thoughts make sense.  There are some important things 

you will need to know about grammar: 

 

I. Parts of Speech: There are eight parts of speech.  Every word falls into one of 

these categories, depending on how it is used.  For example, “fly” can be a 

noun (if we’re talking about the bug) or a verb (if we’re talking about what a 

plane does.) 

a. Nouns are people, places, things, or ideas.   

b. Verbs show action (run, jump, swim) or state of being (look, feel, seem) 

i. To Be is the most common state of being verb.  The common 

forms of this verb are is, am, are, was, were, and will be. 

c. Adjectives modify or describe nouns and pronouns.  Any word that 

describes a person, place, thing, or idea is an adjective. 

i. A, An, and The are adjectives of a special kind called articles. 

d. Adverbs modify or describe words other than nouns and pronouns—

usually verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs.  Adverbs answer questions 

like: 

i. How? (“John ran quickly.”) 

ii. How much? (“John ran very quickly.”) 

iii. When? (“John ran yesterday.”) 

iv. How often?  (“John runs frequently.”) 

e. Pronouns are words which replace nouns in a sentence.  For example, we 

use the word “I” to replace our own names when speaking; “I” is a 

pronoun.  “You,” “he,” “she,” “it,” “we,” and “they” are some other 

examples of common pronouns. 

f. Prepositions tell us where one thing is in relation to another.  The 

important word in preposition is “position.”  Up, down, in, under, on, by, 

near, behind, and between are all prepositions. 

g. Interjections are words or short phrases that show strong emotion or 

surprise.  Interjections are separated from the sentence by an exclamation 

point, or by a comma if the feeling isn’t strong.  “Oh no!” “Hurray!”  and 

“Darn!” are all interjections.  

h. Conjunctions join together words, phrases, and clauses.   

i. Coordinating conjunctions join together two equally-important 

ideas: peanut butter and jelly, chocolate or vanilla.  The 

coordinating conjunctions are for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so. 

(“FANBOYS”) 

ii. Subordinating conjunctions join together two ideas that aren’t 

independent—one depends on the other.  “I yelled because I was 

angry” is an example. 



 

 

II. Complete sentences have to have the following elements: 

a. Subject: The subject of a sentence is the person, place, or thing that’s 

doing something. 

b. Predicate: The predicate of a sentence is the action—what’s being done. 

c. Complete Thought: A complete sentence expresses a complete thought—

it makes sense all by itself, without having to look at anything else.  

“Because Bob was hungry” is not a complete sentence, because it isn’t a 

complete thought—we don’t know what happened because Bob was 

hungry. “Because Bob was hungry, he ate a banana” is a complete 

sentence, because it expresses a complete thought. 

 

III. Avoiding sentence fragments: Unless the directions say otherwise, you are 

always expected to write in complete sentences!  If the question asks “Why 

did Sam go to war?” do not start your answer with “Because.”  That’s lazy 

writing, and it usually leads to a sentence fragment.  Instead, restate the 

question as the beginning of your answer. 

a. WRONG: “Because he believed that American liberty was worth fighting 

for.”   

b. RIGHT: “Sam went to war because he believed that American liberty 

was worth fighting for.” 

 

 

IV. Verb tenses: Every action happens at a specific time.  Either it happened in 

the past, is happening right now in the present, or will happen at some point in 

the future.  To show this, every verb has a tense.  The three main tenses are 

past (I ran, I jumped, I swam, I laughed,) present (I run, I jump, I swim, I 

laugh,) and future (I will run, I will jump, I will swim, I will laugh.)  There 

are other, more specialized tenses, which we’ll deal with later in the year.  For 

now, though, remember that you need to pick a tense and stick to it when 

writing.  If you start your story in past tense, it should generally stay in past 

tense—not bounce back and forth between past and present. 

a. WRONG: “I go to the store and I bought some food.  I brought it home, 

and then I eat it.” 

b. RIGHT: “I went to the store and I bought some food.  I brought it home, 

and then I ate it.” 

c. ALSO RIGHT: “I go to the store and I buy some food.  I bring it home, 

and then I eat it.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 


