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NAME ___________________________________________________ PERIOD ______ 

 

Dependent and Independent Clauses 

 

A clause is any group of words that  contains both a subject and a verb.  There are two 

types of clauses: 

A. Independent clause: Has a subject and verb and can stand on its own as a 

sentence. (Examples: “Emily went to the mall,” “Jon’s hair is curly,” “Omar 

won the race.”) 

B. Dependent clause: Has a subject and verb, but cannot stand on its own as a 

sentence. (Examples: “after we had dinner,” “since we didn’t know the answer,” 

“because I was sick”) 

 

Directions: Read the clauses below.  If the clause is independent, put an “I” in the blank 

next to it.  If the clause is dependent, put a “D” in the blank next to it.  Warning: One of 

these questions is a trick question!  It’s not a clause at all, but a phrase.  Put a “P” 

next to the phrase! 

 

1. Because we didn’t do our homework      _____ 

2. We had to stay after school        _____ 

3. They made us paint the lockers       _____ 

4. Although we had never painted before      _____ 

5. We did our best         _____ 

6. Connor and Steve got paint everywhere      _____ 

7. Because they were having a swordfight with the paintbrushes   _____ 

8. When Mr. Pierce saw the mess       _____ 

9. He got really red in the face       _____ 

10. He probably wished he hadn’t given us paintbrushes    _____ 

11. After we cleaned up the mess       _____ 

12. He let us go         _____ 

13. We went down to Ronnie’s       _____ 

14. Because we were hungry        _____ 

15. Since Krista didn’t have any money      _____ 

16. Cody loaned her some        _____ 

17. Ryan finished three slices of pizza      _____ 

18. Before anyone else had even finished one     _____ 

19. It was getting late         _____ 

20. We all went home         _____ 

 

 


