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What You Need To Know About: Literature 
 

I. Literature breaks down into two general categories: 

1. Fiction: Writing that is mostly made up, usually to entertain.  Fiction 

may include facts, or may include real people, places, and things, but is 

not mainly factual.  For example, if I write a story in which Godzilla 

goes to New York City and meets Morgan Freeman, that story is 

fiction.  Even though New York City is a real place and Morgan 

Freeman is a real person, my story didn’t really happen. 

2. Non-fiction: Non-fiction is writing that is mostly factual.  It might 

involve some educated guesses, or minor fictionalized elements—but 

for the most part, it’s about real people, real places, and real events. 

 

II. Literature has a genre 
1. Genre is the specific type of writing.  This is narrower than fiction 

and non-fiction.  Think of how books are organized in a bookstore.  You 

might to go the fantasy section, or the mystery section, or the 

romance section.  That’s genre. 

2. Genres of fiction include: 

a. Fantasy: Stories about things which we currently believe to be 

impossible--magic, curses, ghosts, and so forth.   

b. Science fiction: Stories about things which are impossible now, 

but might be possible in the future—interstellar travel, human 

cloning, thinking machines, and so forth. 

c. Mystery: Stories in which a character or characters need to 

solve a mystery or puzzle, often a crime. 

d. Horror: Stories designed to create a mood of fear and dread, 

often by including supernatural elements. 

e. Comedy: Stories with humorous elements intended to amuse. 

f. Tragedy: Stories with an unfortunate outcome for the 

characters. 

g. Historical fiction: A fictional story set during a real historical 

period.  Historical fiction may include real people and events 

from that time period. 

 



3. Genres of non-fiction include:  

a. Autobiography: An author telling his or her own life story 

b. Biography: An author telling someone else’s own life story 

c. History: A piece of writing discussing factual historical events. 

d. Science: A piece of writing which discusses scientific theories, 

experiments, and evidence. 

e. How-to: How-to books tell the reader how to do something: 

build a bike, paint a picture, play a sport, and so on. 

f. Essay: An essay is a piece of writing that tries to make a 

specific point, state a specific opinion, or describe a specific 

event.   

 

III. Literature has a mood and a tone. 
1. Mood is the general feeling the author tries to create in the audience.  

A horror story might aim for a scary mood, for example, while a 

comedy might aim for a lighthearted mood. 

2. Tone is the attitude of the writer towards his subject.  Tone is an 

important tool for creating mood.  A writer who wants to create a 

negative mood about school, for example, might take a very sarcastic 

tone. 

  

IV. Literature usually has a theme. 
1. Theme is the message or lesson the author wants to get across.  It 

applies to life in general, not just to one book.  Examples of themes 

include: 

a. “Part of life is learning how to deal with loss.” 

b. “A real friend is someone who is there for you when it 

counts.” 

c. “It’s important to understand others who are different from 

you.” 

d. “Crime does not pay.” 

e. “Hard work overcomes adversity.” 

f. “Love conquers all.” 

 

 

 


