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MUSIC IN AFRICAN SOCIETY 

 

1. ____________________ is a region of more than ________ nations.  Each nation has 

its own unique ____________________ and ________________________.   

2. Music is very important in African ___________________.  Music is a form of 

communication used to transmit _______________ and ________________________.  

Unlike European cultures, Africans combine music with __________________ and 

________________.   

3. Everyone is considered a _____________________ because music is an essential part 

of ___________________________ life.  Music is used in celebrating important 

___________________ and ____________________ events.  Africans celebrate 

important stages of life with lullabies, children’s _______________  ________________, 

adolescent initiation rites, _______________________, title-taking ceremonies, and 

most importantly, ____________________________.   

4. Music is essential in ________________________ and the organization of 

______________ activities.  Hunters and field workers use __________________ to 

coordinate their ___________________. 

5. All Africans are considered performers because everyone ___________________, 

______________________, or plays an instrument. 
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1.   Although African music is diverse, there are certain distinctive traits.  A 

__________________   __________________ is a rhythmic idea that repeats 

constantly throughout a piece.  This helps organize the music.   

2. Important tones often begin on ___________ beats.  This ____________________ 

creates an off-balanced feel.   

3. Two or more melodic lines often sound at the same time, and this is called 

_________________. 

4. When several different rhythm patterns occur at the same time this is called 

_________________________. 

5. Music often includes a conversational style of singing where the chorus responds to the 

lead singer, and this is known as _________________ & _____________________. 

6. Many musicians make up a different line to above the rhythmic ostinato.  The art of 

making up music as the performer goes along is called __________________________. 

7. Each African instrument has a unique sound.  _______________________ is the special 

sound of an instrument or voice that distinguishes it from others.  

8.  Each drummer has a specific method of striking the drumhead in order to create 

different pitches and timbres.  ________________ is heard when the drum rings out 

with a full sound created by hitting near the rim of the drum.  _______________ is the 

drum’s low-pitched accent created when the center of the drum is hit.  Using a 

combination of _____________ and _______________ creates _______________   

_____________________. 



 


