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The History Of Christmas   
By Peyton Macholz 
 

      Have you ever wondered where Christmas came from? (The holiday that about 
250 million people around the world celebrate.) Well, here is the answer for you! 
The first record of when Christmas started was on December 25th, A.D. 336. People 
started celebrating Christmas because it was the day Jesus was 
born. Every year since 336 people have celebrated Christmas 
all around, as a day to honor Jesus (hence, his last name is a 
part of the title for the holiday.) Christians decorated their 
homes, put up a tree, and invited close friends and family to 
celebrate. 
       You might be wondering, how did Santa Claus originate? This is how. Hundreds 
and hundreds of years ago Santa was a monk named St. Nicholas. It is believed he 
was born around 280 A.D. in Patara, now present day Turkey. He was admired by 

many and known for his kindness. He became the main subject of 
many legends, like the one where he saved three poor sisters from 
being sold into slavery by their father. He provided the three sisters 
with money so they could be married and be free. Many other sto-
ries caused Nicholas to be known as the protector of children and 
sailors. He ended up giving up his wealthy inheritance and traveled 
the countryside helping the poor and the sick. He became the most 
famous saint in Europe. In the 18th century, a New York newspaper 
wrote a report on how a Dutch family celebrated his life on the an-

niversary of his death. The name Santa Claus originated from his Dutch nickname, 
Sinter Klaas, shortened from Sint Nikolaas.  Ever since the newspaper was published 
he become more popular for his kindness. People started to give children presents 
to represent how kind and protective he was of children. Now, in America, he is 
known as Santa Claus, the man that goes down through your chimney to put your 
presents under the tree. 
 What about Rudolph, the red-nose reindeer? Where did he come from? Ru-
dolph was actually created in a story about 100 years ago called Twas the Night Be-
fore Christmas by copywriter  Robert L. May. Christmas Eve night was very 
foggy and Santa was worried that the presents wouldn’t all be delivered 
in time for Christmas morning. Then, Rudolph saved Christmas by using 
his shiny red nose to lead the way through the fog to all the children’s 
houses. Since this story was published, the author has sold more than 
two and a half million copies. Now Rudolph is not only the ninth reindeer, 
but the most famous reindeer of all! 
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************ 
Q. What do you call 
a cat on the beach 
at Christmas time? 

 
A. Sandy Claws  

 
************ 

 
Q. Where do snow-

men keep their mon-
ey? 

 
A. In a snow bank 

 
************** 

 
Q. What do you get 
when you cross an 
iPad with a Christ-

mas tree? 
 

A. A pineapple  
 

************** 
 

Q. What do you get 
when you cross a 

snowman and a dog? 
 

A. Frostbite 
 

************** 
 

Q. What does Santa 
call his elves? 

 
A. Subordinate 

clauses 
 

      ************** 

Hanukkah 
By Emma Almeter 
 
 Hanukkah is celebrated around the world by the Jewish people. It takes 
place over 8 days and nights. Hanukkah celebrates the victory of the Israelites over 
the Greek-Syrian ruler, Antiochus, around 2200 years ago. Menorahs are used dur-
ing Hanukkah. A  menorah holds nine candles and each night of Hanukkah a new 
candle is lit. It is tradition that the menorah is placed outside the front door or on 
display in the window of every Jewish home. In ancient times, oil was used instead 
of candles. The menorah symbolizes the miracle that occurred during the war between the Israelites 
and Antiochus. The Jewish people needed the oil to stay lit longer than the amount they had possibly 
could. Somehow though, the little oil they had stayed lit for 8 nights giving them time to find more. 
They proclaimed it a miracle done by God and decided to celebrate the miracle every year. 

Some traditional Hanukkah foods are latkes (potato pancakes,) sufganiyot (jelly donuts,) kugel 
(potato or noodle casserole,)  and gelt (chocolate coins.) Hanukkah is traditionally a time when children 
are rewarded for their studies of the Torah. The children receive gifts and money as part of the holiday. 
Some common gifts that are given are saving bonds, checks, and gelt.  

The religious aspect of the holiday occurs when the entire Hallel, or psalms of praise, are said 
over all 8 nights, and the passage, “Al Hanissim,” is said, thanking God for the miracles of Hanukkah. 
Hanukkah begins on the 25th day of the Jewish month of Kislev. Hanukkah means dedication. This sym-
bolizes that it takes dedication to launch a war against a superpower and to light oil that can’t possibly 
last enough time. The overall meaning is that with enough dedication and commitment, God performs 
miracles. Spinning the dreidel started when Jewish kids were illegally studying the Torah. They would 
take it out during raids as a cover. The dreidel was used to cover up the fact that they were Jewish and 
learning about their religion. 

Hanukkah is often believed to be the biggest and most important Jewish holiday. However this 
is not the case, it isn’t mentioned in the Torah and has only become bigger because it occurs around 
Christmas- which many other religions celebrate.  Despite the fact that Hanukkah isn’t the most im-
portant Jewish holiday, it is the most popular. Hanukkah is celebrated around the world by the Jewish 
people to remember a miracle that occurred long ago. 

Other Interesting Celebrations During December 

By Emma Almeter 

 
 Most of us have heard of Hanukkah and Christmas, but there are many other holidays celebrat-
ed during this time based on many other religions and cultures.  

Day of the Return of the Wandering Goddess is celebrated by the followers of Kemetic Ortho-
doxy. It celebrates the return of Goddess Hathor to her father Ra and their relationship being healed. It 
is celebrated on the winter solstice. This year it will occur on Thursday December 21st. 

Muslims celebrate Feast of Sacrifice or Day of Sacrifice. It celebrates the day Abraham intended 
to follow God's instructions and sacrifice his son, Ishmael. 

Native Americans and Aboriginal groups celebrate the Winter Solstice. Their ceremony is called 
Soyal and lasts 20 days. 
 One culture you most likely have never heard of is the Nova Romans; 
they celebrate Saturnalia which lasts 7 days and begins on December 17th.  
 You also may not have heard of the Wiccans and the Neopagans.  These 
groups celebrate Yule at the time of the Winter Solstice.   
 There are also the Zoroastrians who celebrate Zarthost-no-diso on De-
cember 26th. Worshippers remember the death anniversary of their prophet, 
Zarathustra.  By some accounts, Zoroastrianism is the world’s first religion. 
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Star Wars: The Last Jedi 
By Peyton Macholz and Emma Kerl 

 

 If you find your lack of watching movies disturbing, 
here is a solution, for you- Star Wars: The Last Jedi! You 
know, the sequel to the movie, where they left us on a 
cliffhanger for the last two years? Yeah that one. The Force 
Awakens left us with many questions that are expected to 
be answer in The Last Jedi, some that have been bothering 
us Star Wars fans for two years. Maybe now we'll finally get 
some answers. 

Lucasfilm has been building up to the release of this 
movie by already giving us two trailers, TV spots, many nov-
els, a video game and pictures from behind the scenes. 
These details may be just cool facts for most people, but for 
others these are answers to some of the nagging mysteries 
in the New Trilogy. One of the biggest mystery of The Last 
Jedi is the identity of the Rey, the main character's parents. 
Theories about her parents have been one of the main top-
ics of the social media Star Wars base for about two years 
now, and some of them are pretty compelling. And now, we 
don't have to wait long to find out the true answer. 

Even before all the commotion The Force Awakens 
and The Last Jedi have stirred up, they weren’t the only 
concepts that have made Star Wars successful. In the past 
40 years, Star Wars has gained a total of $37 billion from its 
previous movies.  George Lucas, the creator of Star Wars 
episodes 1-6, sold his company, Lucasfilm, (the company 
who owns the Star Wars franchise) to Disney in 2012. Pro-
ducer Kathleen Kennedy, who now owns the company, has 
continued the legacy of making Star Wars a legendary fran-
chise.      

Do you see it from our point of view now? If so, 
come see the movie Star Wars: The Last Jedi in theaters on 
December 15th. “May the Force be with you!” 

Wonder Movie 

By Emilie Feness and Isabella Vecere 
 

 The eighth graders at LMS took a field trip to see the movie Wonder. In addition to the movie, there was a 
presenter who spoke about different types of facial anomalies that  people may have.  Students also made a card for 
seventh graders and created a skit about kindness that was recorded . 
 Wonder is a best selling book that was made into a movie.  It is about a boy named August Pullman, with 
Treacher Collins Syndrome.  Auggie, as he is nicknamed,  goes to middle school for the first time. He meets his best 
friend Jack, who helps him get through school.  He also meets Julian, a bully who makes school rough for him.   
 The overall movie was very well made, with Jacob Tremblay as Auggie, Noah Jupe as Jack, and Bryce Gheisar 
as Julian. The editing was good, and the actors did a great job. 
 Overall, We give the movie a 4.6 star rating and I highly recommend it. It really is a Wonder-ful movie. 

Wonder 

By: Lillie Zotara 
 

 As most of you know, Wonder is a book 
about a boy named Auggie and he was born with 
Treacher Collins. He is starting school and he doesn’t 
want to because he doesn't want people making fun 
of him. But, he ends up going to school and meeting 
really good friends and having a really good school 
year. 

What some of you may not know is that our 
school has been doing many activities revolving 
around the book. Remember all the kindness activi-
ties we've been doing? For example, ‘throw kindness 
like confetti”?   Our 8th grade class went to see the 
movie in theaters.  (This book was so important and 
had such an impact on us as students that the teach-
ers were willing to take us to the theaters to watch 
the movie!)  When we saw the movie I could tell peo-
ple just loved it! 

In my opinion, it was such an amazing movie. 
When we got back from the movie we did activities 
like writing nice messages on a banner to LMS.  We 
also played a trust game with Miss Blatner.  We 
wrote nice, positive, notes to the 7th graders.  It was 
a fun day and the book was just WONDERful. 
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DIY Christmas Decor 

By Courtney Stroh 

 

 To create a DIY acorn ornament all you need 
are a couple of acorns, some white paint, and  silver 
sparkles (optional.)  There are only 3 short steps to this 
easy DIY ornament: 
1. Get an acorn and paint all the tips white. 
2. If you want to add a sparkling snow effect add sil-

ver or white glitter over the paint. 
3. Last, tie a ribbon around the acorn leaving a loop 

big enough to put on your Christmas tree! 

DIY GIFT IDEA 
By Ariana Vunak 

 

 There’s nothing better than a cheap, meaningful gift that 
won’t break the bank! Here is an easy gift to make for the holi-
days! 

First, you buy a cheap plate from the dollar store, it could 
be plastic, or glass! Next, you could either make a cool design on 
it, or write a personal message to a family member or friend! 
Writing a personal message around the edges and giving it to a 
loved one is an amazing way to show your appreciation for that 
person!  

If you want to paint a design on the plate, my best advice 
is to pencil sketch the design out first, than paint over with acrylic 
paints. After you make the design on the plate, or write your mes-
sage, you should let it bake at 350 degrees for 30 minutes so the 
design will stay permanently and not cause any damage to the 
food that the plate will hold. 

Where Did the Christmas Tree Come 
From? 

By Rayna Trzaska   

 

 Germany created the Christmas tree tradition as 
we know it now.  Read below to discover how it all start-
ed. 

Early Romans had a feast 
called, The Saturnalia, in honor of 
the sun god they worshiped and 
believed in. They had this feast 
because they believed that their 
farms and orchards would soon 
be green, healthy, and fruitful. To 
mark this important occasion 
they decorated their homes and temples with evergreen 
trees because that was the special plant of the sun god. 

Top 5 Most Requested Tech Christmas 
Gifts 

By Emma Almeter 

 

The Echo Show- The Echo show is like Alexa, but can 
show you how to do things. You can watch videos, listen 
to music, hook it up to security cameras, and call people. 

 

VicTsing Shower Speaker- The Shower Speaker is wire-
less and waterproof. With this speaker you can listen to 
music by or in water. It also has a suction cup so it will 
stick to your shower walls. 

 

TrackR Bluetooth Tracking Device- This tracker is light-
weight and attaches to your keys, wallet, bags, etc. Easily 
keep track of your items by activating TrackR on your 
smartphone. 

 

Fire HD 8 Tablet with Alexa- Has 12 hours of battery life 
and you can access Alexa from your tablet. 

 

Leather Tassel Lightning Charging Cable- You can now 
charge your phone with an accessory.   

TOP 10 Funniest Christmas Gifts 
By Ben Walsh 

 

Bacon Mints- If you want a great stocking stuffer, then bacon 
mints are the perfect idea!  The mints are perfect for your bacon-
craving friends and family! $3.99 

 

Face Bank- If you ever wanted to store your change in a random 
location, then you’re in luck! $13.99 

 

Defrosty the snowman ice cubes- Have you ever wanted to drink 
a drink with ice cubes but the ice melts and makes your drink wa-
tery?  Then Defrosty the snowman ice cubes are for you they 
keep your drink cool and you can tell whose drink is whose. $7.95 

 

Wind-up High Five- When you’re feeling down, or you can’t finish 
that algebra problem, then give then Wind-up High Five a crank. 
$6.99 

 

Banana Phone Stand- When you have to catch up on a season of 
“Stranger Things” while you’re eating dinner, or doing homework 
you can binge-watch to your hearts content with the banana 
shaped stand to hold up your phone! $7.99 

 

Finger Foot- If you’re broke but looking for a weird gift, then 
these feet for your hands are perfect. $1.25 

 

Lego iPhone case- If you can’t give up your Lego addiction, then 
this case is for you. $14.99 

 

Yodeling pickle- If you love pickles, then this is for you. The yodel-
ing pickle will sing to you! $14.99 

 

Exotic Jerky- For the meat lovers, this features many exotic 
spices smoked with the meat. $24.99 

 

Fish Pencil case- When you are dreaming of fishing,  this will 

satisfy your craving to fish, even during the algebra test! $5.89 


