
Community Service & 
Volunteer Opportunities 

By Emma Almeter 
 

 Community service means to volunteer your time to help others. Commu-
nity service is something everyone can do. There are things that will interest eve-
ryone- it is just a matter of finding what interests you. There are many different 
organizations and clubs you can join to find an opportunity to help others and 
brighten your own day in the process. 
 In school, you can join LEO club. One thing they did this year is collect 
blankets for the new Children’s Hospital. Pay attention to the announcements 
for more opportunities that LEO club has. 
 Outside of school there is the Youth Bureau, Fantastic Friends, and Uni-
fied. The Youth Bureau has many opportunities every month to volunteer in our 
community. They often visit nursing homes and once a month they visit the Lan-
caster Public Library and volunteers make crafts with children.  
 Fantastic Friends is an organization where you can volunteer once a 
month to do something with a kid with a disability such as Autism. An example of 
something you might do as part of this organization is go to Get Air with a de-
serving kid. This organization does things to spend time with kids with different 
abilities. 
 Unified is a basketball program uniting kids of all different abilities. The 
teams consist of students with special needs together with student volunteers. 
To join Unified you have to be in high school, but eighth graders can join next 
year and seventh graders can think about joining Unified in less than two years 
when they are in high school. 
 There are also benefits of doing community service. You can improve 
your self-esteem by doing community service. You will also be helping others 
and a lot of the options are fun. Community service also provides an increase in 
your sense of social responsibility, it provides a sense of accomplishment, it 
helps you to acquire life skills, and encourages compassion and understanding of 
others. You may think that community service isn’t for you or that the opportu-
nities you hear about don’t sound interesting, but there are many different activ-
ities and there is sure to be something that will interest you. 
 If you have any questions about community service opportunities or want 
more information about how to join the Youth Bureau, Fantastic Friends, or Uni-
fied you can ask Mrs. Burke. Mrs. Burke’s office is in the counseling center. 
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U P C O M IN G     

I M P O R T A N T  

D A T E S  

February 19—

Presidents’ Day 

February 19-25—Mid-

Winter Recess: No 

School 

February 26—Classes 

Resume 

March 5-6—Health and 

Wellness Days 

March 7-11—Québec 

City trip 

March 16—No School 

March 30– April 8—

Spring Recess: No 

School 
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T H E  L M S  G A Z E T T E  

 ************ 
Q. What did the pa-
per clip say to the 

magnet? 
 

A. I’m attracted to 
you! 

 
************ 

 
Q. What do you call 
a very small valen-

tine? 
 

A. A valentiney 
 

************** 
 

Q. Why do skunks 
celebrate Valentine's 

Day? 
 

A. They are very 
scent-imental.  

 
************** 

 
Q. What did the 
painter say to his 

girlfriend? 
 

A. I love you with all 
my art! 

 
************** 

 
Q. What do you call 
two birds in love? 

 
A. Tweethearts 

*************** 

 Presidents’ Day 

By Emma Almeter 

 

 Every year we have a winter break in February. This break starts with Presi-
dents’ Day, but do you know which presidents we celebrate or why we celebrate 
Presidents’ Day? 

Presidents’ Day is the third Monday of February. This year that is the 19th. 
This holiday was originally celebrated on George Washington’s birthday, the 22nd of 
February, but was moved to the third Monday of February in 1971. It was moved as 
part of 1971’s Uniform Monday Holiday Act to create more three-day weekends for 
the nation’s workers. 

Presidents’ Day was originally on George Washington’s birthday and only cel-
ebrated George Washington. This began in 1885. At one time, before it was called 
Presidents’ Day, Abraham Lincoln's birthday was also celebrated with George Wash-
ington’s. It was first popularly called Presidents’ Day after the day moved to the first 
Monday of every month in 1971 and off of George Washington’s birthday. Some 
states still have an individual holiday celebrating George Washington’s birthday, but 
Presidents’ Day now celebrates all presidents past and present. 

Presidents’ Day is often viewed as a day of patriotic celebration and remem-
brance. During the Great Depression it was celebrated as George Washington’s birth-
day and gained special remembrance. Currently Presidents’ Day is used by historic 
and patriotic groups to stage reenactments, celebrations, and many other events. 
This presidents day remember all 45 of America’s presidents. 
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Dangers of Going on Social 
Media Before Bed 

By Lillie Zotara 
 

 It is scientifically proven 
that kids that go on their phones 
before bed lose more sleep and 
are not ready for the day 
ahead.  Kids between ages 10-18 
need at least 9 hours of 
sleep.  Most kids these days stay 
up all hours of the night playing 
games on their phone 
and  watching Netflix or 
YouTube.  Kids aren't supposed to 
go on social media or watch tele-
vision at least an hour before 
they go to bed. 

Another thing is that if you 
just want to look at Instagram or 
Snapchat really quickly before 
bed, it can mess with your sleep-
ing pattern.  What that means is 
that you will sleep different hours 
every night of that week. So, let’s 
say you usually go to sleep at 9 
and sleep through the night until 
6.  By going on one little app be-
fore you sleep you could sleep for 
a few hours then wake up around 
3 or 4 and then stay up until 5 
then pass out until 6;  all resulting 
in being tired for the school 
day.  (This can happen a few 
times a week if you decide to 
check your Snapchat nightly.) 

Finally,  if you watch scary 
movies or television shows before 
you sleep it can give you violent 
nightmares that may cause you to 
wake up screaming. Now I'm not 
you, but I certainly don't want to 
have violent nightmares.  Use so-
cial media responsibly! 

Did You Know? 

Sonic The Hedgehog Game Review 

By Jeevan Nair 
 

 Do you like action packed, fast-paced video games? Then the 
“Sonic The Hedgehog” series is just for you! With, altogether, 73 
games in the series, (and many canceled games,) this series dates 
back to 1991! The latest game is Sonic Forces. It came out on Novem-
ber 7th, 2017. Every game is published by SEGA. The first game ever 
was released on the SEGA Genesis/Mega Drive on June 23rd, 1991. 
 The games are based around the heroic Sonic The Hedgehog 
and his enemy Dr. Robotnik along with his army of badniks. (Badniks 
are what he calls his robots.) There are also chaos emeralds. They 
give off infinite power. There are seven. Dr. Robotnik wants to use all 
seven emeralds to destroy Sonic. (One day, Sonic notices that his ve-
hicle looks like an egg! So he started calling him Dr. Eggman instead of 
Dr. Robotnik.) 
 In the 2-dimensional games, the story is difficult to under-
stand. (There is no talking.) But since the 3-d games came out, they 
include talking, so it is easier to understand. 
 You can watch the play-throughs on YouTube. I recommend 
the channel, “cobanermani456” because he does not swear and he is 
family friendly. 

You can get most of the games on the Genesis Console, since 
they re-launched for Sonic’s 25th anniversary. My favorite Sonic game 
is Sonic Adventure 2: Battle. Although it is a 2001 game, SEGA built it 
to be 60fps (frames per second.) SEGA achieved that goal. The anima-
tion isn't all that good, but back in 2001, it was the best they could 
do.  

You can also get Sonic games on the SEGA Master System, the 
SEGA Dreamcast, SEGA Pico, SEGA CD, the SEGA Saturn, SEGA Game 
Gear, SEGA 32x, SEGA Genesis Nomad, and the SEGA Mark 3. Non-
SEGA consoles include: Xbox original, Xbox 350, Xbox One, all of the 
PlayStation consoles, and handheld platforms, like Nintendo DS. Also, 
the Gameboy Advance. You can get of all of them on a Steam Con-
sole, or download them to your computer. 

There are also many smartphone games. There is Sonic 1 (the 
original game) for free. Sonic Dash ( 1 and 2 ) can be played for free. 
There is also Sonic Jump Fever for free.  There is Sonic 2 for 2.99.   Al-
so Sonic 4, episodes 1 and 2 for 2.99 each.  Sonic Jump  is available for 
2.99.  Sonic CD is on Windows Phones for 4.99.  There is Sonic & SEGA 
All Stars Racing for 3.99. Lastly, there is Sonic Forces: Speed Battle for 
free. 
   I recommend the Sonic series for everyone who loves video games. 
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Drawing Tips 

By Emilie Feness 
 
 Many people like drawing but don’t know how to improve. A lot of people give up on art because they don’t 
think they are good at it. A lot of people are unsatisfied with their art and think they will never get better. 
Does this apply to you? Then here are some tips on how you can improve your drawing skills! 
 The first step is to plan your drawing. You should be able to picture something you want to draw in your 
head. If you don’t know what to draw, some suggestions are a person, like your best friend or favorite movie charac-
ter; an animal, like your pet; or a random object, like a pencil or book. A lot of people struggle even thinking about 
what they want to draw, sometimes this can be one of the most annoying steps. One way you can come up with a 
better idea is by going with the first thing you see or think of. 
 The second step is finding your art style. Whether it’s realistic or cartoon, finding your art style is very im-
portant in drawing. You can start by finding another style and try to draw something in that style and changing things 
a little at a time until you have one you really like. Some people have the same style, which is okay, so if someone has 
the same style as you, it could be that you inspired them. Anime and Rubber Hose are two common art styles you’ve 
likely seen before. 
 The third step is making it easier for you. A common art tip is to draw something lightly in pencil first, then 
draw over it and erase. It seems like something you’ve heard so many times that it seems like it won’t help, but it is 
very helpful. If you draw in marker or pen without making a sketch first, you won’t have anything to draw over, and 
you will mess up way more often. 
 The fourth step is to be inspired. If you want to teach yourself a certain style, try going on Google or almost 
any social media and find a drawing you want to use to adapt to the style. If you want to make an original character 
or something else, you can find some examples that other people have created for inspiration. However, there is a 
difference between inspiration and copying. Don’t redraw a character someone else created and call it your own 
character. That is stealing, which most artists take very seriously. 
 The last step is criticism. Many artists give constructive criticism about other people’s art so they can im-
prove. When someone says you should try to change something about your style, don’t take it personally. They are 
giving you advice on how to improve. If someone says they don’t like your art or if your art is bad, that is only one 
person. If you like your art, then it doesn’t matter what others think of it. 

Buffalo Bills Playoffs 

By Emma Kerl 
 

 For the first time in 18 years, the Buffalo Bills went to the playoffs. But it wasn't easy. The odds were stacked 
against them with losing the role of division leader to the Patriots and having to depend on other teams to win games 
in order to make the Wildcard. But, we were eventually to overcome these odds with our win against Miami and the 
Bengals rushing touchdown that claimed the win against the Ravens. The drought was finally over. 

Buffalo was extremely thankful to the Bengals who had, overall, got them into the playoffs (especially their 
quarterback, Andy Dalton, and their wide receiver, Tyler Boyd, who had made the touchdown.) To show their grati-
tude, Bills fans have been donating to the Andy and Jordan Dalton foundation. Over a single week, the foundation 
received 25 donations from Buffalo per minute, eventually totaling up too $350,000! In addition, the Buffalo Bills also 
shipped 1,440 chicken wings (plus 90 pounds of celery, 30 pounds of carrots, six gallons of blue cheese, and nine gal-
lons of Duff’s wing sauce) to the Autism Services at The Children’s Home of Cincinnati, and the Bengals team. 

According to the Ticketmaster for the playoff game at Jacksonville, 33% of the tickets purchased were from 
New York, and only 28% were purchased from Florida. That’s more Bill fans at the game than there were Jaguar fans. 
And even though Buffalo did unfortunately lose to Jacksonville, Bills fans still congratulated the team when they 
came home. In 2 degree weather, fans greeted the players at the airport singing the Buffalo Bill’s “Shout!” song. 

As you can see, this was a wonderful time for both the players and fans of the Buffalo Bills. Congratulations to 
finally ending the playoff drought, and let’s all keep hope for other playoff games in the future.  

Let’s Go Buffalo! 


