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 Island Of The Blue Dolphins is a book about a brave girl named Karana who lives 

on an island that is shaped like a dolphin.  One day, an unknown ship pulled into the 

bay.  Chief Chowag, Karana’s dad, met with the captain of the ship. The Chief met with 

the  captain because the captain wanted to hunt the otters that surrounded the island 

and collect their pelts.  Chief agreed to let them hunt, and wanted a fair share of the 

pelts and some hunting supplies.  The captain agreed.  On the day the ship left, they 

gave the island only a small amount of sea otter pelts and a small amount of hunting 

supplies.  Chief Chowag didn’t think this was fair.  The Chief and the Captain got into a 

fight.  There was a big fight; both the men of the island, as well as the hunters that 

came with the Captain, helped fight.  As a result of the fight only 15 men on the island 

were still alive.  Karana’s dad was one of the victims. Karana didn’t have a mom so her 

and her brother had to rely on the people of the island.  After the attack, a new chief 

was selected.  The new Chief left the island to look for new land because he said the 

boat could come back and attack at any time.  That summer, the new Chief sent a 

messenger to get everyone off the island and took them to a new island, which was 

located west of the dolphin shaped island.  Everyone quickly grabbed their belongings.  

When Karana was on the boat, she noticed her brother wasn’t there.  He was back on 

the island.  She jumped off the boat and swam back to the island to save him.  By the 

time she got back to the island, the boat had left.  Will they survive alone with wild 

dogs scattered about on the island and with the dangerous tide?  Read to find out. 

 Island Of The Blue Dolphins was truly one of the best books I have ever read.  I 

love this book because it’s a true story, and I can’t imagine how Karana can survive like 

that.  It inspires me because of what she did and how brave Karana truly was.  This 

book is very interesting and I could always picture what was happening when I was 

reading it.  It was as if I was watching the movie in my mind and reading the book at 

the same time.  As you can see, I love this book!  

 I recommend this book to kids ages nine and up.  I believe this because it has 

some challenging vocabulary and concepts.  This book tells an amazing story, that I 

believe kids will enjoy.  When I read this book, I couldn’t put it down, I was hooked! I 

hope you choose this book, and enjoy it as much as I did!  

   


