
 
First Grade Happenings 
October/November 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
What exciting and busy months October and November have been.   The children are 
finding out that first grade is fun and learning put together.  We have been very busy 
getting routines ironed out and practicing our rules to make us better learners.   
 

Math 
We have finished up Unit 2 which introduced working on the number grid, time to the 
hour, the value of a penny and a nickel, number sentences for addition and 
subtraction, and number stories.  Thank you for completing the Home Links, which is a 
direct reinforcement of the lesson taught in school that day.  All the children could use 
a lot of practice counting money using pennies and nickels.  Please take the time to 
play the games in the unit games packets coming home.  These are games that also 
reinforce skills, which are being taught in school. 
We have begun Unit 3 which covers solving simple addition and subtraction problems, 
identifying numbers as even or odd, the value of a penny, nickel and dime, telling time 
to the half hour, identifying simple patterns and solving simple number stories.  I am 
also sending home the game packet for this unit.  
 

Science 
We began the year with our Properties unit learning various methods for sorting items 
including color, shape, size, weight, and texture.  We left properties temporarily to 
complete a unit on Earthworms.  The children have been learning about the scientific 
method and conducting experiments while observing our earthworms in the classroom.  
The children are also reading about the earthworm’s life cycle, what they eat, where 
they live, how they are helpful and how they are part of a larger food chain.  The 
children are completing the unit by taking a test on Friday and writing their own non-
fiction books on earthworms!  
 
 

 
 



Social Studies  
We had a great time learning about Christopher Columbus and how he found the 
Bahamas instead of sailing to Spain.  We read books, made our own story and read a 
poem about Columbus.   
This coming week we will be studying about the pilgrims and how they came to the 
New World on the Mayflower.  We will be concentrating on why Thanksgiving is a 
special celebration and what its origin is.  We also are reading about how pilgrim 
children are different from children today and teaching each other the differences. 
 

Language Arts 
The children are reading, reading, and reading!  I strive to include reading in every 
lesson taught even if it is just identifying common sight words.  The children are 
involved in reading groups four to five days a week along with word wall activities, 
shared reading, poetry, working with words, spelling and writer’s workshop. 
When the children are not meeting with me for reading groups they are completing a 
Language Arts contract.  This independent work is reinforcing the skills we have 
already learned.  The children enjoy having the freedom to choose which activities 
they complete and when.  They are quickly learning responsibility and the skill of 
managing time. 
 

Spelling 
Thank you for making sure the children are completing their spelling packets for the 
week.  The packets do not have to be turned in on a daily basis.  The children can 
keep them in their folder or at home till Friday.  When you are completing the 
sentences with your children let them sound out words that are not sight words or 
spelling words.  This encourages the children to practice writing the sounds they are 
blending together to make a word. 
 

Snack 
Please help remind your child to bring in a healthy snack even if they are buying their 
lunch.  Children can also bring in a large bag of pretzels to store here if it is easier.  I 
mark the children’s names on them and then they help themselves to a few for snack 
each day. 
 

Reading at Home 
I am so impressed at how the children are remembering to check out their own books 
on a daily basis.   I worked with the children this week on picking books that are 
appropriate for their reading level.  Let me know how they are doing.  I will be passing 
out bookmarks that will help your child when he/she comes to word they do not know.  
Please keep these in a handy spot to refer to. 
Keep Reading!! 
 
 



 
Parent Volunteers 
Our parents and grandparents started in the classroom and what a difference they 
make.  The independent time during reading runs so much smoother with them to 
check the children’s work and stamp the contracts. 
 

Scholastic Book Order 
I will be sending home a book order for November and December.  They will be due 
back in time for you to get the books by Christmas.  If you would like to do an order 
that you do not want your child to see just let me know and I will bag it for you to pick 
up in the office when it comes in.  These orders are a great way to get quality 
literature at a discounted rate. 
 

Parent Teacher Conferences 
Parent Teacher conferences are scheduled for November 29th and 30th.  I am sending 
home reminder notes with the day and time you signed up for.  I am also asking that 
you take a little time to think about what questions you would like answered at the 
conference.  I am sending home a questionnaire and I would appreciate if you would 
take the time to fill this in and return it before Wednesday November 21st.   I look 
forward to meeting with all the parents and discussing their child’s progress. 
 

 Character Traits 
The character trait for November is responsibility and I will be looking for students to 
award with character stars for this trait.  If your child shows responsibility all month 
long the child will receive an award from Mrs. Hopkins at the beginning of the 
following month.  Please take this time to help your children learn what responsibility 
means at home and school. 
 
I hope you and your family have a wonderful Thanksgiving and I look forward to 
seeing the children back on Monday November 26th. 
 
Thank you for your support and cooperation at home and at school.  Please feel free 
to contact me when you need to discuss any aspects of your child’s education.  I can 
be reached at school (686-3285), home (652-4953) or e-mail me at 
Krowekamp@lancaster.wnyric.org. 
 
Sincerely,  
  
Mrs. Kellie Rowekamp 


