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Important Dates: 

 

 December 3 & 4     
NO SCHOOL K-6     
Parent/Teacher       
Conferences & Report 
Cards Distributed 

 December 11          
5:30-9:00 PM       
Holiday Hallways & 
Gingerbread Shoppe 

 December 16             
9:15 & 9:45 3rd Grade 
Concerts  

 December 17           
7:00 3rd Grade Concert 
at Lancaster Middle 
School 

 December 18              
Spirit Day/PARPcorn 

 December 22             
9:10 LHS Show Choir 
Performance 

 December 24 thru 
January 1              
WINTER RECESS -  
NO SCHOOL 
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Letter From Mrs. Marcinelli 

Dear Como Park Families: 
 
The snow has finally arrived!  Now it feels like winter in 
Western New York.  The children are busy getting ready 
for the holiday season in all of their classrooms.  There 
is an excitement in the air that brings me back to my 
own childhood.  It is very refreshing! 
 
I’d like to thank all of our families for donating to our 
Food Drive for the Lancaster Food Pantry.  We are still 
accepting donations until this Friday, December 11th.  
We are very close to filling a second bin.  If we succeed, 
I will trade places with Mrs. Tonsoline, and she will be 
the principal and I will be the art teacher for the day.  
The children are extremely excited about this so 
please…help us fill the bin! 
 
I wish you all a very happy holiday.  Have a wonderful 
time with your children! 
 
Peace, 
 
Molly Marcinelli 
Principal 





This month’s newsletter is about holiday traditions.  Traditions are a part of our lives that give us 
that warm, fuzzy feeling especially this time of year.  I thought it would be fun for the girls to 
share some of the holiday traditions they celebrate.  Enjoy! 

Mrs. Jay/ AIS Reading Teacher 

My favorite holiday tradition is the gift exchange 
my family does.  This tradition takes place on 
Christmas Eve at my grandma’s house.  The 
smells at my grandma’s house are so good.  I 
especially love the smell of her apple pie.  About 
twenty people in my family meet at my 
grandma’s house for dinner and the gift ex-
change. Before the gift exchange, everyone min-
gles and enjoys the Christmas music.  For the gift 
exchange everyone chooses a number.  It’s best 
to get the last number because then you get to see 
most of the presents open.  If you see something 
you like you can “steal” it from the person who 
opened it and that person opens an unopened gift.  
If I steal a present I hide it behind me so no one 
will take it from me.  You have to be careful 
when stealing because you only get two steals.  
Once you’re done, that’s all you get.  After the 
gift exchange, my grandma and grandpa hand out 
their gifts.  When it gets dark, the kids go out 
with the extra gifts that our family members 
bring. Then we ring the doorbell of some of the 
neighbors and leave a surprise gift on their porch.  
Finally, when we’re all done handing out the 
gifts, we go caroling.  After caroling, we go 
home at midnight to sleep and wait for Santa to 
come. 
 

By Emmalee Sekuterski 

On Christmas Eve at around 3:00 my family goes 
to my grandma’s house.  We talk and listen to 
Christmas music with my Aunt Sue, Uncle Stan 
and my cousins, Lauren, Ben and Jeremy.   Some-
times we play card games.  Then at around 5:00 
we say our prayers and eat dinner.  My favorite 
food at dinner is pierogies.  Then it’s time to open 
presents.  I get to go first because I’m the young-
est.  Every year someone gets me a really good 
present.  When I open my first gift, I open it 
slowly so I can be the last one done.  Then it’s 
time to go to my Nana’s house for dessert.  She 
always bakes apple pie, vanilla cake and cheese-
cake.  We eat and eat!  After that, we play games 
like LCR.  It’s a game you play with quarters and 
dice and it’s a fun way to win some money.  Fi-
nally, we go to our family friend’s house.  We call 
him Coach Ed.  At his house we read The Polar 
Express and at the end of the story I get to ring the 
bell.  It’s always a long night, but when it’s all 
done we go home to get ready for bed and wait for 
Santa’s arrival. 

By Jillian Blas  

Every year, my Mom, Dad and I go and get a real 
Christmas tree.  I have to think hard about which 
tree I want.  I always choose the biggest, nicest one 
I can find, but sometimes I find more than one tree I 
like. I will eventually find the perfect one because 
one will usually have a broken branch or something 
else wrong with it.  Next, I go with my Mom to get 
a new ornament for the tree.  Finally, we go home 
and put the Christmas tree in the garage until we are 
ready to put it in the house. 
 

By Caitlyn McKee  



One of my family’s holiday traditions is my Dad 
puts up the Christmas tree and my sisters and I 
take turns putting the tree topper on.  After the 
lights are completed, me, my Mom and my sisters 
put the ornaments on the tree while listening to 
Christmas music.  Then, after all of the decora-
tions are on the tree, we have hot chocolate and a 
treat and sometimes we will sit and watch a 
Christmas movie to finish off the night. 

 
By Alexa Lasker 

My favorite holiday tradition takes place at my 
grandma and grandpa’s house on Christmas Eve.  
My Aunt Karen, Uncle Dave and my Cousin 
David are also there.  I can see all the Christmas 
cards my grandma and grandpa get because 
they’re all hung around the inside doorframes.  I 
hear grandma and grandpa’s bird Smokey tweet-
ing loudly to get treats.  We usually give him 
some mashed potatoes to make him stop.  I smell 
the dinner cooking in the oven my grandmother 
has worked all day to prepare.  I listen to Christ-
mas music in the living room with my family, as 
dinner is getting ready.  After a while, my 
grandma calls us to the kitchen for dinner.  We 
say a prayer and then eat.  After dinner, we all 
help to clear the table to eat dessert.  When des-
sert is finished my Aunt Karen, Mom and 
grandma do the dishes.  Then we sit in the living 
room to open presents.  Before we open presents, 
we put Baby Jesus in the manger.  Finally, it’s 
time to open gifts.  We take turns unwrapping 
presents so everyone can see what we all get.  
The children usually go first, leaving the adults 
to go last.  I look forward to Christmas every 
year at my grandma and grandpa’s house! 

    
   By Marlaina Voelker 

Every year on Christmas we go to my Grandma 
and Grandpa Rago’s house.  Many of my family 
members are there like my Mom, my step dad 
Mike, my stepbrother Ryan, and my brother An-
thony.   When everybody is there, we open our 
presents.  Last year, my aunt tricked my brother 
and me.  She put a book in a clothes box and 
something else, but I can’t remember what it 
was.  I love getting presents on Christmas from 
my family because they all know what I like.  
One of the foods I can’t wait for are my 
grandma’s homemade cutout cookies.  The 
cookies have hard frosting on them.  They’re 
one of my favorites!  My grandma also makes 
delicious pastry hearts.  They are soooo good!  
Anthony and I have to make sure we stop eating 
the cookies so we save room for dinner.  I love 
dinner too.  We eat mashed potatoes, corn, sau-
sage and manicotti.  Everyone sits at the dining 
room table for dinner.  Before we eat, we say 
grace.  One of the members in our family starts 
it, and then we all repeat it.  Then we finally get 
to feast! 

     
 By Bailey Brinda  

Every year I pick a Christmas song and try to 
make up a dance to it, but I can never finish.  I do 
this in my living room, but I don’t think I can do 
it this year because we got a new television and 
my Dad put the PS3 in the living room. He or my 
brother might want to practice so I’ll probably 
have to go in the basement or my room to make 
up a dance this year.  I always show some of it to 
my Mom and she’ll tell me if it’s good or not.  
Usually, she says it’s good.  I don’t remember 
what song I did my dance to last year, but I al-
ways look at one of my Christmas CD’s to find a 
song that I like or listen to a lot.  I try to practice 
it and make up a part to my dance every day so it 
can be done by Christmas. 

     
 By Jessica Clark 


