
Arts Academy Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes 
May 31, 2017 
LHS Room 205 
 
Board Members in attendance: Brett Miller, Ken Hawley, Shannon Zolnowski, Jeff Dabbelt, Lisa 
Lis, George Grace, Nancy Mariani, Marie Perini 
 
Student Officers in attendance: Becca Schroeder, Julianna Schlabig, Lauren Davis 
 
Old Business: 

● New Cohort Induction 
○ 19 art and 17 music students inducted in March 

● Senior Exhibit and Recital 
○ Changed the hours of the senior exhibit from 3-7pm and that worked well 
○ Need more advertising and special invitations for administrators and teachers 
○ Recital went well, all students very well prepared 

● BPO Spotlight 
○ 6 of the 18 senior musicians performed at the BPO spotlight on April 29 
○ Performances went well and students really enjoyed the BPO concert 
○ need to think about how to better amplify student soloists in the Mary Seaton 

room when there is a large crowd 
● Dinner Theatre and Festival of the Arts 

○ Our most successful event ever, raised more than last year 
○ Money will be used to pay for students’ field trips, shirts, supplies, guest 

speakers, senior graduation ceremony, senior scholarships, etc.  
○ Missed having the Living Masterpieces this year, would like to bring that back as 

soon as we have more storage space and the theatre space 
○ Next year, we want a teacher or adult in charge of the children’s activities to 

oversee the student volunteers 
○ We will change the time of the Arts Festival from 11-7 to 10-6 because many 

people came to the festival before the 11am start time.  Also, the theme basket 
winners are pulled at 6pm, so ending at 6pm makes sense.  

○ We had about 25 pieces of chicken left over this year, so next year, we will make 
an announcement after everyone is served (around 5:30) that we have ____ 
dinners left to sell for take-out.  We could also try to keep a better tally of how 
many people have picked up their take-out dinners throughout the day.  

○ Instead of giving all students 2 tickets for each show to try to sell, have students 
complete a request form to let us know how many tickets they think they will sell 
(do a google form at the March academy meeting).  Also, possibly have students 
sell tickets throughout the day with students selling from the art office or main 
office.  Since the budget vote will happen prior to the dinner theatre in 2018, we 
could have students sell tickets during the budget vote day (sit outside the main 
office) 

● NYC Trip 
○ 50 students and 4 adults went to NYC from May 18-21.  We visited the 9-11 

Memorial and Museum, Battery Park, Little Italy and Chinatown, Times Square, 
saw the musical Anastasia, Rockefeller Plaza and NBC studios, Central Park, the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, and took a dinner cruise in the NY Harbor. 



New Business: 
● Senior Graduation  

○ Our graduation will be at The Twentieth Century Club on June 14 from 6-9pm.  
○ We have 30 seniors this year, and we will be awarding 8 scholarships (one for a 

music major, one for an art major, and six parent committee scholarships open to 
anyone in the academy). 

○ The Lancaster administration would like to see us bring our graduation back to 
Lancaster, either at school or somewhere in town.  

● Scholarships 
○ We are asking for our board of trustees members to assist with grading the art 

major and music major students’ scholarship essays. 
○ We are asking parents of sophomore students to grade the parent scholarship 

essays.  
○ We would like to have the essay scores from the graders in one week (by June 7) 

since the graduation is on June 14. 
● Parent Advisory Committee 

○ We have had very good attendance at the parent meetings this year--at least 25 
parents at every meeting.  

○ The parents have been very helpful with all of the fundraisers this year, and we 
are thankful for their assistance! 

○ We are thinking about adding another fundraiser for next year.  Some of the 
parents have discussed having a “yard sale” at school.  We would like to do this 
in the spring.  The parents would be in charge of their own tables, and we would 
ask that they make a donation to the academy at the end of the sale.  

● 2017-18 Calendar 
○ Most events are scheduled at the same time of year as in the past. 
○ We are going to take a one day trip to Cleveland on Friday, November 3.  
○ We are planning to see The Lion King at Sheas on Friday, December 15. 
○ The Dinner Theatre and Festival of the Arts will be on Saturday, May 19.  This is 

one weekend later than in past years, but we are moving the date in order to 
have the event after AP Exams are completed.  

● Guest Speakers and Internships 
○ We are always looking for new artists and musicians who would be willing to 

speak at an Arts Academy meeting.  
○ We have many students who will be completing internships this Summer and in 

the Fall, and we may be contacting our board members for assistance in securing 
internships. 

○ We are also looking for new board members!  We would like to add people with 
art and/or music connections or who are knowledgeable of the Lancaster and 
Western NY community.  

 


