
 Every year, September seems to fly by.  I can’t believe I am typing the October newsletter already. 
We had a wonderful month learning about each other and our families.  Thank you for all of your help 
and very hard work at home with the In the Spotlight sheets, personal collages, and responsibility books.  It 
was quite a lot to fit into September.  The children were all smiles sharing their special projects.  It was so 
much fun to learn about our room 18 friends.  You would have been very proud of their listening and 
speaking skills.  I sure was!  I am looking forward to our year together. 
 Thank you very much for such great support at open house.  It was nice to meet so many of you 
and talk for a few minutes.  Sharing the curriculum and classroom information is always a great way to start 
a successful school year.  As you can see, the demands of second grade are quite challenging.  However, 
by working together, we can make sure every child has a successful and positive experience.    
 The class is building a strong bond.  We begin each day with our morning meeting.  During the 
morning meeting we greet each other in fun ways. I discuss the importance of making eye contact with  
others.  Each morning students share something with the rest of the class.  Someone might have exciting 
news to share, or want to show us an award they recently earned.  Before ending our meeting, we do a 
class activity such as sing a song or play a curriculum related game, in order to build upon our class     
community and have fun together.  We always read our news and announcements for the day, which is in 
the form of a friendly letter I write to the class each morning.  While reading the letter together, we     
review many of our important second grade grammar skills.  We may locate all of the command sentences, 
or underline the nouns in each sentence.  Our morning letter is a great way to reinforce our grammar skills. 
 In September, the children enjoyed learning about a special person in American history, Johnny 
Appleseed, whose birthday was on September 26th.  We read books as a class about this special person.  
We also completed fun activities.     
 Our year got off to a great start, and we couldn’t have done it without all of your support.  Thank 
you for all you have done to help our second grade year begin successfully! 

October Newsletter 

We have library book exchange every Tuesday.  

Please remember to return library books on Tuesdays 

so they can be exchanged for new ones. 

Thank you! 

 

A Super Second Grade Classroom 



 During the month of October 
we will be starting our ecosystems 
unit.  Every second grade class will 
be working on projects to learn 
about how plants and animals relate 
to one another in our world.  The 
children tend to get very excited 
during our science lessons.  We are 
all looking forward to the        
ecosystems unit. 
  

 I am encouraging the children to 
bring home their water bottles nightly for 
washing.  If you fill the bottle at home, can 
you please seal it in a large baggy for 
transporting it to school?  Thank you!  
We’ve had a few spills in backpacks. Your 
child can also fill his or her water bottle 
upon arriving at school.   
 Also, thank you for sending in healthy 
snacks. The children are excited to show me 
their good choices each day.  This helps us 
to instill healthy  eating habits.  

The Second Grade Team 

 The children may exchange their library books every Tuesday morning. We have a  
25 minute lesson in the media center every Monday morning.  During that time, Mr. 
Wright teaches the children important library skills.  He plans units which support the      
instruction in our classroom.  The children will be using a variety of resources to complete 
lessons in the media center.  

Media Center 

Water Bottles and Snacks 

Health 
 Thank you for helping your child study at home for our unit 1 health test.  I will  
continue to send home a set of vocabulary cards for the students to study for each health 
unit. The date of each test will be written in your child’s planner, so you can help your child 
review the words at home. We will also review the information in class using fun  activities.  
 Our second unit in health is titled “My Family”.  It provides lessons in which the    
children can learn about different families, how they grow in their own families, how their 
senses help them grow in their families, and how they can get along with family members.  
We will work quite a bit on conflict resolution this year so the children have healthy ways to 
handle the different situations that come up in a second grader’s life. 
  



 The children are enjoying their time in reading groups as we work on guided reading lessons  
using leveled readers. We also complete whole class lessons to reinforce all of our important second 
grade skills such as nouns, verbs, and complete sentences.  I have been sending home the weekly 
grammar smile credit packets for extra practice, and to keep parents informed as to what skills we are 
working on each week.  
 While I meet with reading groups each day, the students use their independent time to    
complete reading and writing activities such as vocabulary searches and written responses to       
comprehension questions. It is a very busy time of day, and the children have to be very responsible  
with their work. I provide one-on-one help and meet with small groups of children during extra work 
times to help students who might need extra assistance with the challenging work of second grade. 
 Please continue to allow your child to read to you each night for at least 20 minutes.  To    
reinforce learning, you can ask your child to retell the story from the beginning, including the middle, 
and to the end.  This is a very important second grade skill.  Thank you for your support at home. 
 In math this past month, we worked very hard practicing our equations, solving word problems, 
and also taking our thinking to a higher level to write word problems.  We will continue working      
extensively with word problems and equations during the month of October.  The children will be    
expected to know their addition and subtraction math facts up to 20 by memory.  We play games 
using our fact triangles and addition and subtraction flashcards to practice our skills as much as    
possible.  The children also have math fact practice sheets and skill packets, which they complete 
weekly.  You can support us at home by allowing your child to practice his or her math facts daily.   
  

 Please keep in mind Smile Credit is not assigned homework that needs to be turned in.  Smile 
Credit is meant to provide review for those who need it, and challenges to those who would benefit from 
higher level activities. By now, the children know that it is a nightly responsibility to study for spelling.  If a 
reading book is sent home, it needs to be brought back to school the next day.  Many times we use the 
books in class the day after they are sent home.  The children can have the books longer if they need 
them, but they do need to be brought back and forth to school each day.  Math homework is usually   
assigned Monday through Thursday.  I also send home test review activities, which students can complete 
with parents before unit tests.  The review packets are not homework.  Smile credit is given if they are  
returned.  Other study materials are sent home periodically for students to review for tests.  Thank you 
for working very hard with your second grader at home each night. 

Reading and Math 

Homework 



Just a few things to reflect upon as we continue our second grade year! 
 

Children are likely to live up to what you believe of them. 
        -Lady Bird Johnson   
 
                Mankind owes to the child the best it has to offer. 

         -United Nations Declaration 
 
A child is a being who gets almost as much fun out of a five-hundred-dollar set of swings 

as it does out of playing in a cardboard box or finding an earthworm. 
         -Anonymous 

Please call Hillview at    
686-3282 if your child will 
be absent or late to school. 
Please call 686-3280 by 
2:00 if you have a change 
in dismissal plans for the 

day.  
Thank you! 

This helps our office staff 
with their efficient record 

keeping. 

Book orders are due the morning of  

Friday, October 12th. 

If you are sending your order to school, please 
write a check made out to the company on the 

form. 

If you order online, our  

Class Activation Code is NQHP8. 

Thank you for your cooperation! 

If you were unable to attend open house, or did not get a 
chance to sign up for parent teacher conferences while you 
were here, please contact me so we can schedule a time to 

meet. 
Thank you! 


