
Dear Sciole Families, 
 
 
This month, it’s testing, testing, testing! Not only are our 
third graders taking their annual New York State assessments in 
English language arts and mathematics, but students in grades one 
and two are also taking an end-of-year benchmark assessment in 
those critical content areas. In addition, students in first 
through third grade will be assessed in both science and social 
studies as we near the end of the month. I think everyone will be 
very ready for our annual PTO-sponsored Carnival Day on Fri-
day, May 27! I know I will be. 
 
Because of all of the testing, I can’t stress enough the impor-
tance of a good night’s sleep and a healthy breakfast on those 
days. Children will be taking tests in the mornings, so they need 
to be alert, well-fed, and ready to do their best. Thank you in 
advance for helping to prepare your child, including getting him 
or her to school on time. Your efforts are greatly appreciated. 
 
We are approaching the end of the school year and beginning to 
give some thought to placement for next year. We do this as a 
team and spend a lot of time trying to make the best decision for 
each child. Some of the things we consider are reading abilities, 
types of additional services a child may receive, social and emo-
tional needs, whether or not a child may benefit from being sepa-
rated from another classmate, teaching styles, and personality 
traits. We try and look at every aspect that might impact a 
child’s success throughout the year. We also take a look at what 
a parent has to say about their child’s learning. You will be 
receiving a form in the mail to complete about your son or daugh-
ter. Please take a few minutes to fill it out and return it to 
school with your child. 

 
Enjoy the wonderful month of May; stop and admire the flowers and 

enjoy a good book. ☺ 
 

SCIOLE STAR  
News From Mrs. Hopkins 

Upcoming Events 
May 3-5—Gr. 3 NYS 
ELA Exam 

May 5—JAS Art Show/
Ice Cream Social-7:00 
p.m. 

May 9—Board of Educa-
tion Annual Budget 
Meeting-7:00 p.m.-LHS 

May 11—JAS PTO 
Meeting-7:00 p.m. 

May 12-13—Gr. 3 NYS 
Math Exam 

May 16-20—
Kindergarten Screening 

May 17—School Budget 
Vote-LHS-7:00 a.m.-9:00 
p.m. 

May 18—Gr. 3 Students-
Orientation at William 
St. School-6:00-8:00 p.m. 

May 26—JAS Spring 
Concert-7:00 p.m. 

May 27—JAS Carnival 
Day 

May 30—NO 
SCHOOL— Memorial 
Day 

  MAY 2011 

On Tuesday, May 17, you are asked to go to the Lancaster 
High School’s Java Gym to cast your vote on our annual 
School Budget!  Please take the time to become an in-
formed citizen and vote.  The polls are open from 7:00 
a.m. until 9:00 p.m.  Specific budget information is 
available on our district website, in all of our school 
building, and at the district office on Central Avenue.  
Thank you very much. 



  
  

 NEWS FROM THE NURSE 
 

MAY IS NATIONAL BIKE MONTH 
 
 

May is National Bike Month, so let’s all try and get out as much as possible and ride our 
bikes.  Riding your bicycle can improve your health and help the environment.  Here are 
some fun suggestions on how to get out and celebrate: 
 

Go for a ride around your neighborhood with your whole family. 
Ride a different bike than usual:  try a tandem or a unicycle 
Teach your child to ride his bike. 
Organize a neighborhood bicycle parade. 
Visit the Bike Museum located in Buffalo, New York. 

 
Riding our bicycles is fun but can also be dangerous if we do not follow important safety 
rules.  Approximately 300,000 children go the emergency room every year due to bike 
related injuries.  Safe riding tips include: 
 

Always wear a bike helmet.  It is important that it fits properly and make sure 
that the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) has approved it. 

Before riding, check your tires to make sure that they have adequate air and 
check your brakes. 

Wear bright or fluorescent colors when riding whether it is night or day. 
Make sure that you have control of your bike; always ride with both hands on the 

handlebars.  Carry items in a backpack or bicycle carrier. 
Always be on the lookout for road hazards such as:  potholes, broken glass, pud-

dles, and dogs. 
Obey traffic laws. 
Ride on the right in the same direction the other vehicles are going.  Go with the 

flow of traffic, not against it. 
Avoid riding at night. 

 
Visit www.cpsc.gov/kids/kids.html for an interactive website for your child to learn more 
about bicycle safety. 
 
 
 
Have fun and stay safe! 
 
Mary Clare Smith RN   
School Nurse 
 

 


