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The book Anything But Typical  by Nora Raleigh Baskin is a true and inspiring  novel. 

There is a boy Jason Blake who is 12 and autistic. He doesn’t have enough courage to talk to 

people. He loves his dad because his dad doesn’t talk as much as his mom, which leaves him 

less questions to answer. He doesn’t have any real friends, except one boy Aaron who helps 

him out a lot. Until one day on his favorite website, Storyboard where he uploads his stories 

with his outstanding writing skills, PheonixBird comments on his story. He feels like he has 

found a real friend, maybe even a girlfriend.  And then his dad comes out with a surprise. Jason 

gets to go to the Storyboard convention with his dad. PheonixBird tells Jason that she was also 

going to the Storyboard convention. That got Jason worried. Why? Well Jason thinks 

PheonixBird-Rebecca-will only see his autism and not the real amazing Jason. He got his hopes 

up when his dad couldn’t go because of work. And then his mom jumps in and is going to take 

him. The writing that Jason comes up with is amazing, and sometimes he gets lost with his 

characters like, dwarf, Bennu. He wants to do something weird, something that will change his 

life forever. Until something life-changing happens. 

 

The book Anything But Typical  is one of my favorite books. I could feel Jason’s emotions. 

Almost see the story coming together. At the end of the book, I kept thinking “No, No, No, No.” the 

events were just twisting and turning. Every time I picked up the book, I could hardly put it 

down. I have never read one of Nora Raleigh Baskin’s books before, but this book leaves a 

pretty good impression and I can’t wait to read more from her. 

 

This book is rated for around 6-8th grade but I think even most 5th graders could read 

this. The words aren’t the hard part, it’s the understanding of the book that is a little 

challenging. I also recommend this book to people who are interested in learning more about 

different syndromes and difficulties with other people. Overall this book could not have been 

any better. 

 


