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The amazing book I read this year is Jefferson’s Sons, by 
Kimberly Brubaker Bradley.  The story takes place after the revolution on 
Monticello in Virginia, and is centered around Thomas Jefferson’s sons 
and daughter, hence the name.  Their names are Harriet, Beverly, Madison (who is a boy), 
and Eston with one of his slaves.  All of these children take the name Hemings after their 
mother, out of respect for their father.  The fact that Thomas Jefferson had children other 
than his children with his wife Martha, who had died previously was an open secret around 
Monticello.  Even though this is true, the children aren’t allowed to talk about it or live with 
Thomas.  In the eyes of the other slaves, they live in luxury.  They have beds and a fireplace. 
Sometimes, Sally will sleep in the grand house with Thomas. The story is written diary style, so 
after a few chapters (a couple of years in the book time) it moves on to the next child.  They 
have friends too, called Burwell, Joe Fossett, Peter Fossett, James Fossett, and Edith Fossett. 
The book has a lot of storylines.  Beverly’s storyline revolves around working in the blacksmith 
shop and playing the violin.  He is also fascinated with his father and lineage.  Maddy’s 
storyline is next, and he thinks he is the failure of the family.  He is darker than the rest of his 
siblings.  He is nervous that when he is freed at the age of twenty-one, he will not pass for 
“white”.  Thomas Jefferson and Sally Hemings made an agreement once the children were 
born, that he would free all them once they were twenty-one.  Maddy is friends with Peter 
Fossett and works in the blacksmith shop with Beverly.  I will leave it up to you to find out what 
happens next! 
 

My opinion about this book is incredibly positive.  The story is enthralling and I 
didn’t want to put it down.  For example, in Beverly’s segment, he sneaks into Thomas 
Jefferson’s room to look at his violin, and the chapter ends with a voice saying, “Your holding 
it wrong.”.  For example, when Madison talks about being scared about not being able to 
be a “white” person once he is free, you want to read the rest so that you know what 
happens to him.       Also, since Eston keeps sneaking into the great house to learn from Miss 
Ellen, he is taking a giant risk because Mrs. Martha doesn’t like to be reminded that her and 
the Hemings children are half siblings.  That could get him beaten and  That makes you 
intrigued and makes you inclined to read the next chapter.  The book also gives you a 
complete story, yet it leaves you wanting more.  
 

I recommend this book to history buffs like myself around 11-13 years of age due 
to mature storylines.  You will have to be a good reader to read this book for it has some 
difficult words.  I cannot tell you how hard it is to find books like this.  The perfect combo of 
history and fiction.  Also, it sparked my interest in Thomas Jefferson.  You should read this 
book because you will not want it to end.  And that, my friends, is a great book. 


