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Sophia’s War, by Avi, shows that you should never give up, even when things are hard. 
The story made me think about perseverance and determination. Sophia’s War is about a girl 
named Sophia Calderwood during the Revolutionary war. She faced many difficulties such as 
seeing a man being hung and losing a loved one. She promised herself that she would avenge 
her loss. To do this, she had to overcome many obstacles, make important decisions, and leave 
her family. She had to make a very hard choice that would change her life forever. Did she do 
the right thing? You must decide. 

Sophia Calderwood is very brave in Sophia’s War. This is very clear when she left her 
family in New York City, where she was born, to do what was right. She was leaving everyone 
and everything she knew and loved to fight for what she believed in. Sophia’s War is inspiring to 
many people. I know this because Sophia showed strength on every page of Sophia’s War. She 
fought for her country. She fought against enemies, which was very hard for her. One quote 
from Sophia’s War is “True affection always had obstacles to overcome.” This quote relates to 
Sophia’s War because in the beginning of the story, Sophia had affection for a British soldier 
that had to live in her house. But Sophia was a Patriot, and she knew it was wrong. She couldn’t 
fight her feelings, though. Because of this, Sophia told her herself, “True affection always had 
obstacles to overcome.” Another quote from Sophia’s War is “To lose a loved one is but part of 
living life, whereas to have a loved one vanish is a living death.” This quote also relates to this 
story because when Sophia loses a loved one to the Patriot Army, it was very hard for her. 
When her loved one passed away during the Revolutionary War, it was like a living death for 
Sophia. Sophia shows love because after she lost her loved one, she always looked on the 
positive side of things. When I lose someone close to me, I will try to stay positive and strong 
like Sophia. 

I would recommend this book to someone who loves reading historical fiction. I would 
also recommend this book to readers that love stories with hard-working characters that never 
give up. That’s because in Sophia’s War many characters fought for what they believed in. This 
includes Sophia, Mr. Paulding, William, and all of the other Patriots. This book is very interesting 
because of the historical context. It inspires many readers to do what is right and never give up. 
Some other books by Avi are The Secret School, No More Magic, and The Escape from Home. 
Sophia’s War indicates that you should work hard for everything you believe in. 


