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This novel by Jeanne DuPrau is probably the best book she has ever 
written!! The City of Ember is about a young girl named Lina Mayfleet and her 
best friend Doon Harrow. They follow clues left behind by the original builders of 
The City of Ember, to safely go to the outside world. The original builders left 
supplies that could last 200 years, but after the 200 years there will be a horrible 
disaster. They handed the first mayor of the city a locked box, holding 
instructions to the city’s inhabitants, to be passed down from one mayor to the 
next. This passage would continue until the seventh mayor who, in search for a 
cure for a deadly cough tries multiple times to break it open and fails to break it 
open end up dying and is unable to return the box in its rightful place, or inform 
anyone else of its importance. 
   

In my opinion the book The City of Ember is a book I think every 4th or 5th 
grader should read. The book has so many twist and turns. The book does have 
270 pages but it does not have any bad words in it and it is so fun to read. 
When I read this book I was literally on the edge my seat and who ever else 
reads it will be too.  

 
This is a really good book but I would not recommend it to anyone 

younger than 9 and anyone older than 14, because it is a long book and 
young people may not be able to read so much. Also for some older kids 
probably want to read a little bit harder than this. 

 
P.S if you do read this book (which I hope you do) I bet it will be your 

favorite book. 
 
 
 
 
 

 


