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Important Dates: 

 

 January 1-3          
WINTER RECESS - NO 
SCHOOL 

 January 4             
Classes Resume 

 January 8                
Niagara Chocolate  
Fundraiser Begins 

 January 11           
7:00 BOE Meeting - WSS 

 January 14            
7:00 PTO Meeting    

 January 15          
Spirit Day/PARPcorn 

 January 18          
MARTIN LUTHER KING 
DAY - NO SCHOOL 

 January 25            
7:00 BOE Meeting - LHS 
Room 122 

 January 27           
8:00 AM Cup Stacking 
Intramurals 

 January 28           
PARP Assembly 
“Celebrate Reading” 

 January 29         
11:30 EARLY         
DISMISSAL -          
REORGANIZATION 
DAY 

Como Park 
Communique 
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Letter From Mrs. Marcinelli 
Dear Como Park Families: 
 
Happy New Year! I hope you all had an enjoyable holiday with your 
children.  It certainly is a magical time of the year.  The magic contin-
ues as the children come back to school.  As I wander around class-
rooms and see all of the growth in your children, I am astounded.  It is 
amazing to see what they are capable of doing and how much they have 
grown since September. 
 
A couple of days ago, one of our third 
graders stopped by the office to say 
“hello” with a huge smile on his face.  I 
asked him how his day was going and he 
told me that it was going very well.  He 
then asked me how my day was going 
and I shared with him that I was also 
having a pretty good day and thanked 
him for asking.  It is interactions like this 
one that I treasure.  This boy and so 
many others here at Como Park seem to 
be growing into little adults.  Their genuine concern for others is so 
heartfelt and touching.  They are starting to come out of the typical 
child world of “It’s all about me!”  I am so proud of them! 
 
I do not want to forget to thank all of the parents who volunteered to 
help at our Holiday Hallways and Gingerbread Shoppe, especially the 
chairpersons, Niki Fontana and Wendy Buchert.  It was a very success-
ful event.  Speaking of events, please note that the Talent Show/Hobby 
Night that was originally scheduled for January 15th has been resched-
uled for February 5th.  You will be receiving more information shortly.  
Please try to keep warm during this winter season…..and smile! 
 
 
Peace, 
Molly Marcinelli 
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This month it's very important to remember the significant impact Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. played in all of our 
lives.  Even though he is no longer here, his work continues to live on.  It's amazing to think how far we have come 
as a country to have elected an African American named Barack Obama as President of the United States.  Back in 
1963 when Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. gave his famous, "I Have A Dream" speech, I'm sure it was unimaginable that 
in such a short amount of time this would occur.  That doesn't mean we don't still have much work to do as a na‐
tion, but I thought it appropriate for the girls to write thank you letters to Dr. King for helping to positively change 
the course of our country's history.  

Mrs. Jay/ AIS Reading Teacher    

Dear Martin Luther King Jr., 
 
 Thank you for how you helped to change 
America with your peaceful and kind words.  You 
helped to get rid of the segregation laws using 
peaceful actions.  Your dream came true.  Black 
people have the same rights as white people 
now.  They can do things now like drink out of 
the same water fountains, and go to the same 
restaurants, parks, schools, and salons as white 
people.  In the last presidential election, a lot of 
Americans voted for a black man named Barack 
Obama.  He won.  He’s our country’s first black 
president!  Without you and your powerful 
speeches, that probably wouldn’t have hap-
pened yet. 
 
 Thank you very much.  You showed 
Americans that a lot can be accomplished 
through peaceful ways. 
 

Sincerely, 
Marlaina Voelker 

Dear Martin Luther King Jr., 
 
 Thank you for helping to bring some 
peace to our country and helping African 
Americans have the same rights as white peo-
ple. 
 
 Many changes have occurred since you 
were alive.  Black people are allowed to vote 
and go to the same places as white people.  
They can use the same hospitals, be buried in 
the same cemeteries, and go to the same 
schools, movie theaters, restaurants, hotels, 
parks, and beaches as white people.  They don’t 
have to sit in the back of the bus anymore.  
Also, a man named Barack Obama is the very 
first African American President of the United 
States. 
 
 Once again, thank you for your peaceful 
work.  African Americans are free and our 
country is a better place because of you. 
 

Sincerely, 
Emmalee Sekuterski      

Dear Martin Luther King Jr., 
 
 Thank you for helping to make sure all Americans are treated equally.  Now everyone can go the same 
salons and schools.  All African Americans can vote and it’s okay to drink out of the same water fountains.  
Without you, we might still be eating at different restaurants, staying at different hotels and playing at sepa-
rate beaches and parks.  Thank you. 

Sincerely, 
Caitlyn Mckee 
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Dear Martin Luther King Jr., 
 
 Thank you for helping to end segrega-
tion laws.  You showed the world that African 
Americans aren’t any different than white peo-
ple.  You inspired many people to go after what 
they want in life and to hope for bigger dreams 
no matter what the color of their skin is or their 
nationality.   If you never gave the “I Have A 
Dream” speech, we probably wouldn’t have a 
black president today.  The United States of 
America has a black president and his name is 
Barack Obama.  Thank you for your hard work. 
 

Sincerely, 
Alexa Laska 

Dear Martin Luther King Jr., 
 
 Thank you for helping to bring some 
peace and happiness to people living in the 
United States.  Americans learned a lot from you.  
You fought peacefully for what you believed in.  
You wanted people to be treated equally and 
you followed your heart.  Did you know that an 
African American was elected as President of 
the United States in 2008?  His name is Barack 
Obama.  Many other changes have occurred 
since you were alive.  Two of the changes are 
that black and white children can go to the same 
schools now and black and white people also 
work together. 
 
 Once again, thank you for helping to bet-
ter the lives of all Americans. 
 

Sincerely, 
Jillian Blas 

Dear Martin Luther King Jr., 
 
 Thank you for helping to create some 
peace and unity between African Americans and 
white people in our country. 
 
 Many changes have occurred since you 
were alive.  Black people now have the same 
rights as white people and segregation laws 
have ended.  In the south, black people can 
vote. Water fountains, hotels, restaurants, thea-
ters, bus stations and other places are no longer 
segregated.  We even have an African American 
President named Barack Obama. 
 
 Once again, thank you for making peace 
and unity between black people and white peo-
ple in America possible. 
 

Sincerely, 
Jessica Clark 

Dear Martin Luther King Jr., 
 
 Thank you for helping to get the Civil 
Rights movement started.  If it weren’t for you, 
black people might not be able to drink out of 
the same drinking fountains as white people, 
and eat at the same restaurants or stay at the 
same hotels, or go to the same theaters or 
parks.  Now they are free to do all of the things 
that white people can do.  We even have a black 
president named Barack Obama! 
 
 Thank you Dr. King for helping to make 
the lives of African Americans better. 
       

Sincerely, 
Bailey Brinda 


