
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

☺   Happy New Year!   ☺ 

 January is a time for new beginnings.  One of the things the children are most 
excited about learning in the new year is cursive writing.  The children will be taught 
the basic strokes, which are undercurve, downcurve, overcurve, and slant.  We will 
then move on to the four keys to legibility, which are shape, size, spacing, and slant. 
We will not be writing any assignments in cursive.  The children will continue to 
practice in their handwriting books at home as we work on our cursive handwriting 
lessons in class. 
  

ELA 
 January is a very fun month for writing projects in our classroom.  What would 
happen if we were snowed in at Hillview Elementary School overnight?  The children in 
room 18 will let us know in their writing pieces.  After listening to the story Snowed in 
at Pokeweed Public School by John Bianchi, the children will work through the writing 
process to publish their opinion pieces about being snowed in at our school.  I’m sure 
we are all in for a real treat when we read our fun stories. 
 We will be reading wonderful winter poetry this month.  The children will be 
writing acrostic poems related to winter, which we will decorate with wintry scenery.  
Our poetry hallway display is sure to brighten our spirits during gloomy winter days.   

Guess who is in the igloo? is what we will be asking everyone at Hillview this 
month.  Each child will be working through the writing process to publish a           
self-descriptive essay.  The essays, paired with baby photos, will be displayed on 
paper igloos that we will make in class.  The projects will be hung in the hall for all of 
our Hillview friends to read and try to guess who is in the igloo.  Our current school 
photos will be under the door of the igloos, so our schoolmates can check their 
guesses. 
  

Math 
 We will begin the month of January by working on unit 3 in our 
first math book, which focuses on shapes and measuring lengths.  The 
students are very excited to use their rulers for our math lessons.  
 Unit 4 will focus on subtracting 2-digit and 3-digit numbers.  The 
children will work with subtraction problems using money.  They will also 
work on solving word problems focusing on subtraction, and learn how to 
expand their responses as they show their work. 

                                           



 

 

Science and Social Studies 
 In January, we will learn about the many accomplishments of Martin 
Luther King, Jr.  We will be sharing many stories about his role in American 
history.  The children will complete activities, which will reinforce ELA skills such as 
main idea, details, and closing sentences as we write reports using facts from 
non-fiction books.   
 We will revisit information from our earth’s features unit as we research 
continents and oceans. Our matter unit will allow us to study the weather and 
habitats of different areas of the world, focusing on polar regions, as we learn 
about the different types of precipitation and forms of water. 

Health 
 January is a great month to learn strategies about how to stay healthy.  
We will learn about different illnesses and how germs make us sick.  Luckily, we 
will also learn how to prevent getting sick by making healthy choices. 

Book Orders 
 Book orders are due the morning of Friday, January 10th.  Only checks are 
accepted as payment when you send the order to school.  If you prefer to order online, 
our code is NQHP8. 

Thank you for ordering books.  It helps us earn points to add new selections to 
our classroom book bins every month. 

Birthday Treats and Invitations 
Please remember contact Mrs. Bacher at 
686-3280 if you would like to send treats 

to school for your child’s birthday.   
All snacks need to be checked by her 
before serving them to the students.  

Individually packaged store bought treats 
are preferred as a safe snack option. 

It is school policy that birthday invitations 
can be handed out only if there is one for 

every classmate, or if there is one for 
every girl in the class if your child is a girl, 
or every boy in the class if your child is a 

boy.   
Thank you for your cooperation with 

birthday treats and invitations. 
  

 

Some New Year Reflections 
 
Everyone is a child of the past. 

-Edna G. Rostow 
 
Family faces are magic mirrors.  
Looking at people who belong to 
us, we see the past, present, and 
future. 

-Gail Lumet Buckley 
 

Happy 2023  
from Mrs. Woods☺ 


