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Our  
Classroom 

Rules 
 Start 

each day 
with a 
smile! 

 Make   
everyone 
feel 
good! 

 Imagine 
you can 
do     
anything! 

 Listen 
and 
learn! 

 Enjoy 
every        
moment! 

 Welcome to 2nd grade!  I am very excited to be starting my 29th year of teaching 
grade 2 at Hillview Elementary School.  Every new school year, I have the joy of working with 
families I have worked with in the past, and meeting new families. Welcome back to my past 
families, and welcome to my new families.  It will be nice to share this year of growing, learning, 
and having fun with you.   
 I am looking forward to learning about my students and their families, and I’m happy to 
share information about my family with you.  My husband, Ian, and I have three daughters.  
Skylar is our oldest, and will be turning 23 on the 21st of this month.  She’s a U.B. graduate 
with degrees in French and  Philosophy.  She lives in Brooklyn, where she is attending her last 
year of law school. 
 Hazel is our middle child.  She is 15 years old and just started her sophomore year of 
high school.  She’s an Orchard Park JV cheerleader and OP lacrosse player. Hazel loves 
playing the cello and working in her art studio in our basement.  She is especially good at  
drawing and painting.   
 Chloe is the baby of the family.  She turned 12 just a few days ago, and started her 
second year of middle school. Chloe plays lacrosse for OP and recently made the Modified 
cheer team. She has also dabbled in soccer, rugby, gymnastics, and dance.  Chloe plays the 
violin and enjoys singing in chorus. 
 We are animal lovers in our home.  We rescued an adorable Pomeranian named 
Gizmo from the SPCA about 9 years ago. He barks a lot and loves to cuddle. We also have 
a very large, fluffy Samoyed named Tundra who is almost 5 years old and loves to sleep.  We 
enjoyed having an 85-pound Samoyed so much, we decided to get another puppy this past 
spring.  Tiberius is our youngest dog at 4 months old and he loves people. Our cat, Lawrence, 
was adopted from the SPCA as a kitten.  He turned 2 in May, but acts like an old cat who 
thinks he owns everyone and everything in the house.  He’s currently on loan to Skylar who lives 
alone in Brooklyn so he can keep her company during her last year of school. 
 Traveling is my family’s favorite thing to do together.  This summer we loaded into a 15 
passenger van and took my parents on a 50th wedding anniversary trip to Lake Placid, Bar 
Harbor, Acadia, Bangor, Portland, Plymouth, Salem, Hyannis, Provincetown, and Mystic.  We 
saw so many beautiful sights and enjoyed being together for long periods of time in the vehicle 
to share family stories.  I was also able to travel to my favorite vacation destination, Disney 
World, with my cousin to celebrate our 50th birthdays.  Since being in Florida once this    
summer wasn’t enough for me, my family enjoyed time in Fort Lauderdale and Key West. 
While in Key West, we walked from the Atlantic Ocean to the Gulf of Mexico.  Being by the 
water and on beaches was truly a wonderful way to enjoy my summer vacation. 
 I am a strong believer in positive reinforcement.  School should be a place where    
children feel welcome, safe, and happy. Communication with parents and guardians is vital to a 
successful school year.  I will send home newsletters and informative notes regularly. If 
you ever need to contact me, you can call Hillview at 686-3280 extension 4418, 
you can email me at twoods@lancasterschools.org, or you can write me a note and 
send it in with your child. I am looking forward to a successful year together.  



 The children are allowed to bring  water bottles to the classroom. They need to be 
taken home at the end of each day.  Please wash them before sending them back to 
school.  If you fill the water bottles at home, please place them in a sealed baggy in case 
they spill.  Your child also has the option of filling the  water bottle upon arriving at school 
each  morning. Snack time varies each day depending on our schedule.   

                                                             Lunch at 12:30 each day. 
On Monday we have media center and music. 

On Tuesday we have physical education and library book exchange. 
On Wednesday we have physical education and art. 

On Thursday we have physical education. 
On Friday we have music and art. 

It is best if the students wear socks and sneakers daily since we go outside for recess and take part in 
physical activities throughout the day to keep the students motivated. 

Smocks are needed for art class, and for completing fun projects in our classroom. 
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 Students have the chance to complete activities at learning centers at certain times of the day. The 
centers allow children to review and enrich their skills. To start the year, there will be centers for reading, 
writing, and math. Centers for science, social studies, and health will be added as we begin each content 
area unit of study.  Learning centers tend to be a favorite part of our day.  It also gives me the           
opportunity to work with children one on one, and in small groups, to review second grade skills.   
 There is also a creativity corner in our classroom.  In this area, the children may complete any type 
of project during free time.  At the center there are various materials for creating, such as felt, craft 
sticks, stickers, markers, crayons, and assorted paper.  Feel free to send in any craft items for our creativity 
corner throughout the year.   

  Learning Centers and Creativity Corner 

Water Bottles and Snacks 

Breakfast 

 The children are able to get a free bagged breakfast on the way to class each day.  
Breakfast in our classroom is from 8:50 until about 9:15, depending on arrival times.  If the 
children do not want to finish all of the breakfast items, I encourage them to save the foods 
that will not spoil for snack time, or to bring them home at the end of the day.   



Reading Students will be grouped by ability for small group reading lessons.  This will give each child the    
opportunity to learn and practice important second grade reading skills while using reading material at an          
appropriate independent level.  While I meet with each reading group, the rest of the students will independently 
work on ELA assignments. Reading groups and whole class lessons will be taught using a variety of literature.      
Non-fiction literature will be used generously as the children learn how to research and write factual information 
about specific topics. Other genres we will use often this year include fiction, realistic fiction, mystery, fairy tales, 
fables, humor, and poetry. In addition to reading groups, the entire class will read stories together and complete 
activities to reinforce skills, such as cause and effect, compare and contrast, and main idea with supporting details. 
Chapter books and story books will be read to the class daily. Building a strong vocabulary through reading is vital 
to each subject area.  Your child is encouraged to read 20 minutes every day.  I will often send home copies of 
books the children can read at home. 
 

Spelling  Spelling is a developmental process, which requires plenty of practice time and continual            
reinforcement.  The spelling words the children will practice each week are part of their reading program. During 
the week, the students are expected to study their unit list at home as we complete lessons in class. No spelling tests 
will be given.  Spelling will be graded in the students’ written assignments.  A spelling journal with all of the unit study 
lists will be sent home. The spelling word lists are also available on my website. 
 

Writing  The Step-Up to Writing model will be used frequently during our lessons. While writing we will 
practice important grammar skills such as capitalization, punctuation, plurals, possessives, and contractions.  The  
second graders will begin to write more independently in the content areas as we work through the writing process to 
publish reports.  Free writing is encouraged daily as students work through learning center activities. 
 

Math  The Expressions math curriculum will provide many challenges throughout the school year.  The more 
difficult skills we will be working on include counting money, telling time, measurement, two-step and three– step word 
problems, addition with regrouping, and subtraction with ungrouping up to 1000.  
 

Social Studies Social studies in September will focus on the children learning about where they live in relation to the 
rest of the world.  We will learn about different types of communities including urban, suburban, and rural areas, 
and the types of workers in each community. Johnny Appleseed will be a fun person to study this month as we read 
non-fiction books, complete writing projects, and do fun fall activities. 
 

Health  During health this month the children will be exploring their feelings and discussing healthy ways to 
show and deal with the way they feel in different situations.  We will work on skills and strategies that will help us get 
along with each other, and teach us what to do if we disagree. 
 

Science  We will begin the year with our Earth’s Features unit.  We will learn about land and water        
formations and how those change with fast and slow weather events. 

 

 

 

I am looking forward to teaching all of your shining stars! 
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Children are likely to live up to what you believe of them. 

        -Lady Bird Johnson   
                Mankind owes to the child the best it has to offer. 
        -United Nations Declaration 
A child is a being who gets almost as much fun out of a five-hundred-dollar set of swings as it does out 

of playing in a cardboard box or finding an earthworm. 

      -Anonymous 

Remember to call Hillview 
Elementary School at  

686-3282 if your child will be 
absent or late to school.  This 

helps our office staff with their 
efficient record keeping. 

Book orders are due the morning of  

Friday, September 24th. 

All orders came home today with this newsletter. 

Please pay with a check made out to the company listed on 
the order form.  If you order online, the                 

Class Activation Code is NQHP8.  

Thank you for your cooperation! 

Birthdays 
Happy September Birthday to Adrianna (6th) and Tamir (27th)! 

 
No treats are allowed to be sent to school this year.  However, if you choose, you can make arrangements 

through the food service department to have something special done during our lunch time. 

Lockers 
Students are allowed to hang things in their lockers with magnets.   

Adhesives are not allowed.  Thank you for your cooperation! 

Just a few things to reflect upon as we begin our second grade year! 

 Encouraging your second grader to read for 20-minutes each day at home is one of the best ways you can support 
your child’s academic growth. This reading time can be done independently, or with a partner.  Your child should spend 
about10 minutes each night studying spelling and reviewing other subject material as it is assigned. All assignments will be  
written in your child’s homework planner. Please read the homework planner nightly with your child.  One of our second grade 
goals is to help the children build independence with their assignments.  However, your second grader may need assistance 
reading and understanding directions, especially in the beginning of the year.  Homework time is not meant to be a stressful 
time to learn new material.  Homework is meant to reinforce the things taught in class. Second graders should not spend more 
than 20 minutes completing their homework in addition to reading and studying.  If homework is taking longer than expected, 
or gets too stressful, please contact me so we can work out a plan to assist your child. 

Homework 


